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SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OSORIO COMMENTS ON 
POLITICAL PARTIES 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OF A PRIVATE LUNCH OCTOBER 19 WITH 
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE GOVERNMENT AND MINITTER OF THE 
PRESIDENCECY OSORIO, HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD JUST 
RECEIVED THE RESULTS OF A PUBLIC OPINION POLL CON- 
DUCTED BY THE PUBLIC OPINION ISTITUTE AMONGST A 
CROSS SECTION OF 3500 PEOPLE WHICH ASKED THEM TO CITE 

A PREFERENCE FOR POLITICAL GROUPS. THE RESULTS WERE 
AS FOLLOWS: 

RIGHT 3 PER CENT 
REFORMISTS I.E. FRAGA 8 PER CENT 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS 24 PER CENT 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 1 9 PER CENT 
SOCIALISTS 16 PER CENT 
COMMUNISTS 3 PER CENT 
NO OPINION 25 PER CENT 

2. TAKING OFF FROM THESE RESULTS OSORIO SAID THAT HE 
APRTICULALRY WAS ENCOURAGED BY THE STRONG SHOWING OF 
THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS. AT THE PRESENT TIMEAN EFFORTS 
WERE WELL ALONG IN PUTTING TOGETHER A CENTER GROUPING 
OF CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT PERSUASION. RUIZ GIMENEZ HAD 
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COME A LONG WAY TOWARDS THE CENTER AND IN BREAKING 
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AWAY FROM COORDINADORA DEMOCRATICA. IT WAS VERY 
LIEKLY THERE WOULD BE A GROUPING WITH HIM AND THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS HEADED BY ALVAREZ DE MORANDA PLUS 
SOME OF THE REGIONAL PARTIES. IF GIL ROBLES COULD 
EVENTUALLY BE PERSUADED TO JOIN THIS GROUP, ALL WELL 

AND GOOD, OTHERWISE, HE WILL BE LEFT BY THE WAYSIDE 
IT WAS HOPED THAT THESE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS WOULD THEN 
FORM AN ELECTORAL ALLIANCE WITH THE PARTIDO POLULAR 
WITH THE NON SILVA ELEMENTS OF THE UDE AND POSSIBLE 
THE LIBERALS. OSORIO SAID THAT HE THOUGH THAT FROM 
AN ELECTOAL ALLIANCE THE VARIOUS CD ELEMENTS WOULD 
EVENTUALLY MOVE TOWARD A UNIFIED PARTY. HE COMMENTED 
THAT CARDINAL TARANCON OF MADRID HAD LET IT BE KNOWN 
THAT HE WAS VERY MUCH OPPOSED TO THE USE OF A 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT LABEL FOR A POLITICAL PARTY. IT 
WAS NECESSARY TO EMPHAISIZE THE SEPARATION OF THE 
CHURCH FROM THE POLITICAL FORMATIONS AND THE CARDINAL 
HOPED THEREFORE THAT SOME OTHER NAME WOULD BE FOUND 
FOR THIS LARGE CENTER GROUPING. 

3. OSORIO BELIEVED THAT THIS GROUP WOULD TRY, IF 
POSSIBLE, TO FORM A COALITION ARRANGMENT WITH THE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND POSSIBLY OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE 
FRAGA FORCES WHO WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO REMAIN 
LINKED TO THE VERY RIGHTEST ELEMENTS NOW IN THE 
ALIANZA POLULAR. OSORIO EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT 

PSOE LEADERS WERE NOT ADVERSE TO POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
ALONG THESE LINES. OSORIO THOUGHT IT LIKELY 
THAT THE PSOE AND TIERNO GALVAN'S PSP WOULD 
MERGE IN THE NOT DISTANT FUTURE. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE ALIANZA POLULAR, OSORIO SAID 
THAT THERE WERE ALREADY SIGNS OF ITS FRAGMENTATON 
AND THAT THE ELEMNTS F UDPE HAD MET OCTOBER 18 
WTHOUT THE PRESENCE OF IT PRESIDENT, RUZ MARINEZ 
ESTRUELAS, AND HAD GIVEN SUPPORT TO THE POLITICAL 
REFORM PROGRAM. THE ALIANZA IS AN UNNATURAL RELATIONS 
SHIP BETWEEN PEOELE WHO HAVE ONLY ONE THING IN COMMON, 
THAT IS, A GRUDGE. SILVA AND FRAGA HAVE A GRUDGE 
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BECAUSE ONE WAS NOT SELECTED AS PRIME MINISTER AND 
THE OTHER HAD NOT BEEN ON THE COUNCIL OF THE REALM 
LIST. LOPEZ RODO WAS IRRITATED BECAUSE HE HAD NOT 
BEEN MADE GOVERNOR OF THE BANK OF SPAIN, AND MARTINEZ 
ESTRUELAS DID NOT FORGET THAT SUAREZ REFUSED TO MAKE 
HIM MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR. OSIRIO, IN SELF SERVING 
BUT PROBABLY ACCURATE COMMENTS, THOUGH THAT IT WAS 
UNLIKELY THAT THE ALIANZA COULD BLOCK THE REFORM BILL 
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AND IN SO FAILING WOULD SOON FIND ITSELF IN SERIOUS 
TROUBLE. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY. OSORIO SAID 
IT PTSITION SEEMED TO BE ONE WAITING, WHILE ALSO 
SHOWING SIGNS OF CONSIDERABLE INTERNAL PROBLEMS. THE 
GOVERNMENT HAD INFORMATION TO THE EFFECT THAT MOSCOW 
HAD DECIDED ON DROPPING SANTIAGO CARRILLO AND THAT 
HIS SUCCESSOR MIGHT BE JAIME BALLESTRES WHO IS ON 
MADRID BUT PLAYS VERY MUCH A BACKGROUND ROLE. IT 
SEEMED LIKELY THAT THE COMMUNIST PARTY WAS WAITING 
TO SEE HOW THE REFORM PROGRAM CAME OUT BEFORE DECIDING 
WHAT IT FUTURE POSTURE SHOULD BE. 
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